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Medicine 401 Educational Goals and Objectives  

Professionalism: 
The student will demonstrate commitment to scholarly excellence with continued self-assessment and 
growth of knowledge and skills, and dedication to patient care while treating others with mutual respect 
and dignity. 
 
Objectives: 

1. Demonstrates a commitment to personal excellence (timeliness, attitude, initiative) and 
professional development (initiative, self-reflection, and seeking constructive feedback) 

2. Demonstrates sensitivity and competence in working with others of diverse backgrounds, 
anticipating the influence of culture on illness and health decisions 

3. Demonstrates honesty and integrity in accurately conveying information and in documentation 
4. Demonstrates teamwork and respect towards all members of the healthcare team 

Patient Care: 
The student will provide patient care that is compassionate, appropriate, and effective when managing 
adult patients in both the acute care and the outpatient setting. 
 
Objectives: 

1. Obtains, records, and communicates an organized and accurate history and physical exam 
appropriately using a comprehensive or focused approach 

2. Generates a differential diagnosis, prioritizing which diagnoses are most likely 
3. Utilizes supplemental laboratory and diagnostic studies to support or refute the hypotheses 
4. Interprets and synthesizes the clinical information in developing a diagnostic and therapeutic 

plan 
5. Prioritizes a problem list with the most active problems listed and presented first 
6. Begins to demonstrate reasoned therapeutic decision-making for basic core problems 
7. Presents patients in the context of daily care rounds/follow-up patient visits (abbreviated 

presentations) and new patient presentations (comprehensive) 
8. Documents clear and accurate admission and progress notes on each patient 
9. Demonstrates a commitment to involve the patient in their own care 

 
Medical Knowledge: 
The student will demonstrate understanding of the clinical presentation, basic physiology, evaluation, 
and management of common internal medicine conditions. 
 
Objectives: 

1. Initiates an assessment and management plan for the following clinical diagnoses: Acute 
Coronary Syndrome, Acute/Chronic Kidney Disease, Anemia, Chronic Obstructive Pulmonary 
Disease, Cirrhosis, Congestive Heart Failure, Constipation, Coronary Artery Disease, Dementia, 
Depression, Diabetes, Diarrhea, Dyslipidemia, Gastroesophageal Reflux, Gastrointestinal Bleed, 
Hypertension, Hyper/Hypothyroidism, Osteoporosis, Pancreatitis, Pneumonia, Upper 
Respiratory Tract Infection, Urinary Tract Infection, Venous Thromboembolism (VTE) 

2. Develops a basic approach to the following clinical conditions: Abdominal Pain, Acid Base 
Disorders, Altered Mental Status, Cancer Screening, Chest Pain, Cough, Dyspnea, Edema, 
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Fatigue, Fever, Headache, Hyponatremia, Joint/Knee Pain, Nosocomial Infections, Obesity, Skin 
and Soft Tissue Infections, Skin Lesions, Syncope, Substance Use, Tobacco Use, Weight Loss 

3. Identifies age- and risk-specific issues for health promotion and/or disease prevention 
4. Employs a systematic approach to interpretation of EKGs and CXRs 
5. Demonstrates an understanding of the indications, techniques, and complications of common 

internal medicine procedures, forming the pre-requisite knowledge for obtaining informed 
consent 

 
Practice-Based Learning and Improvement: 
The student will develop life-long learning skills used for improving patient care and fostering continued 
professional growth and development. 
 
Objectives: 

1. Creates a set of personal goals for the clerkship and reflects on personal progress, modifying as 
necessary 

2. Demonstrates initiative in seeking and applying new knowledge in the clinical setting 
3. Identifies questions that arise in the clinical care of patients and seeks additional information as 

needed 
4. Accesses resources, including primary literature, to search for answers to clinical questions, 

using appropriate search strategies 
5. Analyzes medical information and scientific evidence to determine applicability to the current 

clinical situation, thereby applying an evidence-based medicine approach to address questions 
that arise in the clinical setting 

6. Develops a reading/study plan that will work in the clinical setting 
7. Responds to constructive feedback and suggestions for improvement over the course of the 

clerkship 
 
Interpersonal and Communication Skills and Humanistic Qualities:  
The student will continue to develop effective interpersonal and communication skills needed to 
establish and maintain professional relationships with patients, families, colleagues and other members 
of the health care team. 
 
Objectives: 

1. Demonstrates effective listening, questioning, non-verbal and narrative skills 
2. Elicits and describes each patient’s perspective of his/her illness and the influences that are 

most important in shaping his perspective (e.g. family, culture, community, occupation, religion) 
3. Speaks with patient and their families using terminology that they understand 
4. Educates patients regarding healthy lifestyle and behavior modification 
5. Exhibits communication that is compassionate and sensitive when interacting with people from 

a variety of cultures and backgrounds 
6. Demonstrates empathy for patients with diverse psychosocial experiences and needs 
7. Recognizes the need for and provides encouragement to patients 
8. Describes racial and cultural factors that impact health disparities 
9. Communicates in a facilitative, effective and efficient manner with members of the health care 

team 
10. Educates colleagues on pertinent clinical topics, promoting a healthy learning environment 
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11. Appreciates the transition between curative and palliative care and the role of the physician in 
discussing and managing end-of-life care 

 
Systems-Based Practice:  
The student will develop an understanding of how health care is delivered as well as resources available 
and the limitations encountered when caring for patients. 
 
Objectives: 

1. Works as an integral member of the Medicine 401 interdisciplinary clerkship team that includes 
social workers, psychologists, nurses, case managers, and pharmacists 

2. Gains an understanding of interdisciplinary coordination and planning required for 
implementation of treatment plans and transitions of care 

3. Advocates for quality patient care and assists patients in dealing with the system’s complexities 
4. Recognizes how patients' healing traditions, beliefs and communication challenges impact 

access to and utilization of health care 
5. Recognizes how patients’ demographic characteristics impact access to and utilization of health 

care 
6. Describes the systemic and medical encounter issues which affect disadvantaged populations 
7. Practices cost-effective health care and resource allocation that does not compromise quality of 

care 
 

 


